A good "impression," the basis of a dental mechanism, is the resultant of (1) tkill, applying a (2) good plastic material, by means of (3) a suitable vehicle. In considering these three, in connection with dental progress?we have already shown the advantages possessed by the operator of the present day, in respect of the last; and we propose, in this paper, to show the same, in respect of the second. But in the first we can claim no progress.
The compound of wax and gutta-percha is well adapted to the same end : but its color is not very agreeable to fastidious patients.
In conclusion we may thus sum up the progress of dental art in the matter of impression materials. We have in addition to the one material of the older dentists, wax, two valuable modifications thereof, by mixture with paraffine and with gutta-percha : and two new and most important materials, plaster and gutta-percha. Having certain plastic properties in common, they have distinctive qualities, which when correctly understood, add very largely to the dentist's ability to meet the requirements of new styles of work, unknown fifty years ago. The dentist of to-day can afford to neglect none of the three : and the young dentist, who neglects wax because it is old-fashioned is as ignorant of what constitutes real progress as the old dentist, who will not adopt the newer materials.
The important work of taking impressions may, not inaptly, be, likened to a tripod : any one of its three feet taken away, it has an uncertain support.
